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ISF Gain in
Capability,
Professionalism
BAGHDAD — Iraqi security forces 
increasingly demonstrate their profession-
alism and willingness to step up to protect 
the Iraqi people, a spokesman for Multina-
tional Corps Iraq told reporters Sunday.
   During a briefing in Baghdad, Navy 
Rear Adm. Gregory J. Smith pointed to 
numerous signs of progress in training and 
equipping the Iraqi army and police forces 
and the greater role these forces now play 
in Iraq’s security.
   “We continue to see examples of the in-
creasingly professionalized Iraqi security 
forces stepping up to protect their people,” 
he said.
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Iraqi students hold letters and postcards sent from American children from Boston and 
Maine, which include post cards and different photos showing America and its way of life. 
Photo by Cpl. Bryce C.K. Muhlenberg.
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HABBANIYAH — Just four years ago, 
Capt. Brian Von Kraus, now commander 
of Headquarters and Support Company, 
1st Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, Regi-
mental Combat Team 6, was a platoon 
commander, fighting a kinetic war against 
insurgent forces here in Anbar.
   Serving in 2004 at the forefront of 
clandestine military operations, Von Kraus 
witnessed the worst of what the enemy 
could throw at a Marine unit. During one 
complex attack, initiated by insurgents, he 
led his Marines in three separate success-
ful assaults on an enemy position. For his 
actions that day, he was awarded the Silver 
Star Medal, one of the Marine Corps’ 
highest awards for conspicuous gallantry, 
third only to the Medal of Honor and the 
Navy Cross.
   Four years later, Von Kraus finds himself 
back in Anbar province, but this time he’s 
winning the war without firing a shot. He 
has once again come to the forefront of 
operations as the creator of “Operation 
Iraqi Pen Pal”, a letter exchange program 
bridging the gap between the young 
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Improved 
Security 
Allows for 
Capacity 
Building

Attacks Down to Two-Year Low
Members of a Concerned Local Citizens group assist U.S. Army Soldiers during a patrol 
for improvised explosive devices and weapons caches in Ja’ara, Iraq, Jan. 17, 2008. U.S. 
Army photo by Sgt. Timothy Kingston.

WASHINGTON — Attacks have dropped 
in Baghdad to levels seen in 2005, a senior 
commander in Iraq said Feb. 1.
   Coalition forces also are finding and 
clearing more bombs than they have in the 
past four years, Army Brig. Gen. Joseph 
Anderson, chief of staff of Multinational 
Corps Iraq, told reporters in the Penta-
gon via satellite from Camp Liberty, in 
Baghdad.
   This comes on the heels of the new 
year’s offensive, Operation Phantom 
Phoenix, aimed at driving al Qaeda and 
other extremists from safe havens in outly-
ing provinces.
   In the past week of operations, the over-
all number of attacks nationwide remained 
down and below the average of the past 
three months, Anderson said.
   “The security situation today is about 

the same as we experienced statistically in 
early 2005,” the commander said.
   Weekly attacks in the Baghdad se-
curity districts for the past 15 weeks 
matched levels last seen consistently in 
2005. Bombings increased last week, but 
remained below the long-term average for 
the 23rd week in a row, he said. Through-
out Iraq, weekly casualties decreased by 
three percent last week, continuing to 
remain below the long-term average for 
the 21st week in a row, Anderson said. Ci-
vilian casualties have dropped from 1,700 
in January 2007 to 170 this month.
   Part of the success is due to locals being 
more willing to turn over extremists’ hide-
outs and weapons caches, Anderson said. 
As local citizens feel more secure,
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WASHINGTON — As the security 
situation has improved in the southern 
belts of Baghdad, coalition officials 
find themselves more involved with 
building local governance capacity and 
creating jobs.
   Army Maj. Gen. Rick Lynch, com-
mander of Multinational Division 
Center, said that when his unit arrived 
in March, there were 25 attacks a day 
on coalition and Iraqi troops. Now that 
number has dropped to an average of 
three a day. This has allowed him to 
spend more time working with local 
tribal and city leaders in building their 
governance capabilities.
   “As a division commander, I spend 
roughly 30 percent of my day on com-
bat operations - the kinetic side - and 
70 percent on capacity building,” Lynch 
said during a phone interview with 
military analysts.
   This does not mean that combat 
operations are ignored. The southern 
belts were particularly deadly areas for 
American troops before the division 
arrived. And while Multinational Divi-
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